
 

 

onboard glow driver battery) 

to the very nose of the plane. 

The other change I made was 

to glass the plane with the 
lightest cloth I could find 

(.5oz ) and used only one coat 

of resin. I also did not glass 

the tail feathers figuring every 

added oz of weight back there 

would require ~4-5 oz in the 

nose for balance. The wood 

grain shows a little and I will 

have to put up with hanger 

rash but that was an accept-

able trade. Lightening holes 
were drilled in the rudders 

(x2) and I used the lightest 

balsa I could find on the tail 

feathers Speaking of balsa, I 

noticed that one of the wing 

tip blocks (pretty big on this 

plane) was a full 1.0 oz heav-

ier than the other one. The no 

brainer thing to do was use 

the heavier block on the port 

side where I knew I would 

need some weight due to the 
side-mounted engines. This 

probably saved me a couple 

of oz in balancing the plane 

laterally. 

The wheels I had used were 3 

¾ in dia and I opted to go 

with 3 ½ in wheels which 

saved a little weight and also 

gave me more clearance in 

the wheel wells. 

(Continued on page 3)  

By Charlie Teixeira  

A couple of years ago I built an 

84ò B-25 from a Wing Manufac-
turing kit. The kit was very com-

plete and the instructions were 

good, but building was labor 

intensive with all the planking 

that was required. It took over a 

year to build and came in at 21 

pounds giving a wing loading of 

over 50oz/ft2 which had me wor-

ried never having flown a plane 

this heavy. I also wondered if the 

two Saito .72s would provide 

enough power. 

Lacking experience with a plane 

this heavy I had a more experi-

enced flyer take it up for the first 

time. It flew well easing some of 

my concerns. So now it was time 

for me to get it in the air so I 

made a couple of taxi runs one of 

which surprised the heck out of 

me when it took off . Sur-

prised (panicked?) I cut back 

the throttle at about 10 feet 

altitude  and set it down dam-
aging the main landing gear. 

Bad decision. 

 

After repairs to the gear I got 

it in the air again, although 

not for very long. A tight 

right turn resulted in a spin 

and a nose first crash at the 

North end of the field. Luck-
ily the radio,  retracts and 

engines survived. It turns out 

I had bought another kit 

(same plane) to use for spare 

parts.  Little did I know I was 

going to need every single 

part as I decided to build an-

other one. 

 

But this time I set a goal 

to build this second B-

25 at least 2 lbs lighter 

than the first one. I gave 

it some thought and 

decided there were a lot 

of areas that were prime 

for weight reductions. 

The first weight item I 

attacked was the 16oz 

of ballast I had to add to 

the nose to balance the 
plane. I moved all the 

batteries (primary and 

backup Rx battery and 

My B-25 Experience  

Texas City Wings 

February 2009 Volume 11, Issue 2 

Texas City Wings 

 

Inside this issue: 

My B-25 Experience 1 

February Minutes 2 

Safety is Everybodyõs 

Business 

4 

The World on-line 5 

Tips and Tricks 5 

  

  

Charter Club #1075 



 

 

by  David Gatling ï Secretary 

Minutes of the Texas City Radio Con-

trol Club meeting for February 26th, 
2009.  The meeting at the Nessler Rec-

reation Center was called to order at 

7:30pm by President Michael Grass-

muck.  A quorum was met with 22     

members in attendance. 

 

Visitors:  Sebastian Lofaro (Sebastian 

successfully soloed after 3 flights 

around the field with Randy Brown on 
the buddybox.  He had no previous 

experience, not even on the simulator.  

Sebastian plans to join the club.)   

 

Secretaryôs Report - David Gatling:  
A motion was made, seconded and 

passed to accept the January members 

meeting minutes as written in the 

January News Letter. 

 

Treasurerôs Report ï Ray Saenz:   
reported that the beginning treasury 

balance for February.  The increase 

was from dues collected.  Kevin 

Furman and Don Roccaforte volun-

teered to audit the treasury books this 

year. 

 

Presidentôs Report ï Michael Grass-

muck:  Mike stated that he 

had  purchased a used coke 

machine in good condition 
which should be delivered the 

week of March 1 st.  

The budget is still in prepara-
tion stage by the directors and 
should be ready for presenta-

tion at the March meeting.  

 

Eventôs Section Report ï Randy 

Brown: Randy has volunteered to 

oversee the events for the club.  He 

reviewed the events that are being 

scheduled as follows: 

Mall of the Mainland display some time 

after Easter.  Randy has requested 

that the display be out in the mall and 

not placed in an out of the way room. 

Club 40 races opened to all clubs.  April 

18th.   

Swap meet May 2nd.  A fee of $10.00 will 

be charged per table. 

Braden Clough Big Bird June 20th.  Land-

ing fee will be $15.00. Mike Walther 

has mailed the sanction to AMA to 

publicize in Model Aviation maga-

zine. 

Mike Walther asked if the members 

would like to have quicky pylon 

races at the field in September.  The 

membership agreed.  Mike will make 

the arrangements. 

Newsletter Editor Report ï Kyle Tu-

pin:  Kyle was unable to make the meet-

ing.  The membership agreed that Kyle 
did a good job on the News Letter format 

and appreciate his effort. 

 

Safety Officerôs Report ï Kevin 

Furman:  Kevin presented information 

from RC Universe on ñProp Safetyò.  

Electric powered planes can be a real haz-

ard especially at initial start-up.  The prop 

should be removed before power is con-
nected because it is unknown when the 

motor will start and at what speed or di-

rection.  Once these conditions have been 

set up electronically, then the prop can be 

installed for testing or flying.  Always be 

aware that the electric motor is always 

potentially energized when the battery is 

connected and can cause a serious injury 

if it starts.  

 

Gas engines once running should be ad-

justed from the rear.  Reaching over from 

the front of the engine is a potential for a 

serious injury if you are briefly distracted.  

No one should be standing in front or to 

the side of the engine while running be-

cause of the potential of the prop coming 

off or breaking and flying into that per-

son. 

 

Harvey Cappel added that before starting 

the engine, all controls should be checked 
for proper functions in the right direction.  

The throttle should be cut back to just above 

idle before starting.  There have been some 

near misses to serious injuries due to start-

ing at full throttle. 

 

Pilot Instruction ï Harvey Cappel:  Har-

vey received positive feedback from a local 

High School that they had two instructors 
that were interested in having their students 

involved in a RC training program.  More 

later. 

 

Field Marshallôs Report ï Still looking for 

a volunteer for the Field Marshallôsô posi-

tion.    

The mowing schedule has been completed 
with mowing of the field to start the week of 

March 1st.  Thanks to those volunteering for 

this task of keeping the field in good flying 

condition. 

  

Old Business Mike Grassmuck stated that 

hopefully the people will be out to level the 

concession stand this month. 

New Business none 

 

Show and Tell Glen Murphy showed a 

LiPo battery, 3cell 2100mah, for use in a 

transmitter.  Has the advantage of being 

light, high capacity, and can be charged 

much faster than NiCad. 

Butch McEachern brought in Plans for a 
Laird biplane which had been enlarged from 

¼ to ½ scale.  The wing span is 126inches.  

He will be building the model and plans to 

use a 200cc engine for power. 

Harvey Cappel commented that he has 

found that Rust Oleum spray paint is fuel 

proof and can with stand high temperatures. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 

Next meeting will be at the field on Satur-

day morning 9:00, March 28th. 
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The other area that can have serious 

weight consequences are the servos, 

10 required on this plane. If you are 

like me, you tend to use what you 

have and that is what I did on the first 

plane. This time around I was a lot 

more careful in determining how 

much torque I thought was needed and 

the weight of all the servos. In some 
cases I went with higher torque servos 

but found servos that were lighter in 

weight. There were many other frac-

tions of an oz here and there which 

added up. For example, three belly pan 

latches bought commercially saved me 

1.0 oz over my home build made of 

brass . This time around it took just 4 
oz to balance the plane compared to 

16 oz the last time. But the ultimate 

test was the measured weight of the 

finished airplane, about 19 lbs meeting 

my goal of shaving 2 pounds. 

 

Finally it was time to get this second B

-25 in the air so I took it to the field on 

a less busy week day for some engine 

runs and taxi tests. The first run went 
straight down the runway without any 

problems. 

 

The second run was intended to get 

(Continued from page 1)  

(My B -25 Experience) 

closer to take off speed but not lift off. 

Well, as happened on one of the taxi runs 

on my previous B-25, the plane decided it 

was time to leave terra firma and it got 
airborne. I had told myself that if this 

happened again I was not going to abort 

but let it fly, which I did. To my surprise, 

the plane flew great only requiring some 

down trim. It handled well and looked 

and sounded great with the two Saito four 

stroke engines. After several minutes I 

decided it was time to try a landing ap-

proach figuring it might take a number of 

landing attempts and I did not want to run 

out of gas. So I put the gear down and 
turned on to final and the approach looked 

so good I decided to come on down. 

Again to my surprise I greased it in. It 

was a better landing than I typically make 

with my sport 

planes, go fig-

ure In thinking 

back to why this 

second B-25 

turned out so 

well compared 

to my earlier 
attempt I found 

three possible 

reasons:  

 -The 

reduction in 

weight from 21 

to 19 pounds 

helped consid-

erably, better power to weight ratio and 

lower wing load-
ing. I learned to 

be much more 

weight con-

scious. 

 -On this 

second kit there 

was an add-on 

sheet stapled to 

the building in-

structions with 
recommended 

control throws 

that were about 

half of the values 

that came with 

the first kit. This 

plane was much 

easier to fly and responded scale like with 

the smaller throws. The high throws on the 

first plane probably contributed to the spin 

although pilot error comes to mind. 

-Using a flight simulator helped 

quite a bit especially after modifying the 

airplane parameters in the Real Flight G4 

simulator (basically fuselage weight) to 

more closely reflect the actual model weight 

and wing loading. The default values in the 

B-25 simulation gave a wing loading in the 

20 oz/ft2 range, way off for a warbird and 

the actual 47 oz/ft2. This change made a 

huge difference in the flight characteristics 

as you would expect. 

 

So after working with a B-25 (or two) for 

the past several years it felt really great to 

finally get a successful twin engine warbird 

flight in. As of this writing I have had three 

good flights and this plane has turned out to 

be a pleasure to fly. 

 

 

Special thanks to Dino Cantrell for the pic-

tures and Brian Morris for some photo en-

hancing. 
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If you are an AMA member, 

you need to be concerned 

with safety at your flying 

field. It is easier to take the 
heat from a fellow club mem-

ber for correcting him or her 

for a safety violation than it is 

to take that same person to 

the hospital or the morgue. 

 

I own a hobby shop and it 

used to worry me to stop peo-

ple and correct them on safety 
issues but one day it dawned 

on me that if one person cre-

ates a serious enough safety 

incident it could cost us a 

field, which would really hurt 

my business. If that person 

maimed or killed another 

good customer/friend, I 

would be out a customer any-

way. If they did any of that 

without me trying to intercede 
and make a difference, then I 

would probably never forgive 

myself.  

 

So, the result has been that I 

take safety to heart every day 

at every field and I am as 

gentlemanly and tactful as I 

can possibly be so as not to 

aggravate a customer while at 
the same time fixing a prob-

lem at the field. Generally it 

is not necessary to scream at 

or humiliate a person who is 

violating safety rules, a gentle 

reminder can usually do the 

trick. However, if it is really 

serious and a nudge doesnôt 

do the trick, it may be neces-

sary to take a more forceful 

approach or even call in assis-
tance from your clubôs board 

of directors. 

It is important that we all 

have the opportunity to fly in 

a safe environment. I have 

seen pilots land, pack, and go 

home to avoid flying with or 

being around a 

pilot who is dan-

gerous or drink-
ing and flying. 

That only allows 

the standard to be 

lowered. 

 

I worked for a 

really smart Ma-

jor General once 

who drilled into 
all of us the fact 

that if you 

walked past a  

problem and did-

nôt correct it, you 

set a new stan-

dard and it was 

lower. 

 

That same philosophy applies 

to our flying fields. If any of 

us observes a problem and  

doesnôt try to fix it, we have 

told the perpetrator that what 

they are doing is okay with 

us. 

 

Complaining to each other 
about the problem without 

confronting it only aggravates 

you and your friends while 

appearing to condone the ac-

tivity. Find a way to bring it 

up or get someone else to do 

it but donôt wait until the next 

club meeting or tattle to the 

Safety Officer. It really needs 

to be fixed at the time of oc-

currence so it can be dis-

cussed, if necessary, between 

all parties present at the time. 

 

Every accident involving 

safety should be drilled into 

your mind and reviewed from 

every aspect to ensure that 

you know what caused it,  

what should have 

been done to avoid 

it and what you will 

do in the future to 

prevent recurrence.  

I had a friend hit in 

the face with a Tau-

rus and it buried the 

Enya .60 in his 

cheek all the way to 

the carburetor. As it 

turned out, the in-

jured guy had gone 

dead stick and was 
walking across the 

runway to retrieve 

his airplane and the 

other guy was mak-

ing a low, fast 

flyby. He was 

turned toward his 

airplane and could 

not see the first guy 

walking onto the runway be-

hind him. He saw him only as 

his airplane collided with 

him. 

 

It was all avoidable! Simple 

communication between pi-

lots would have prevented the 

incident. I make sure I loudly 

call out ñOn the fieldò and 

make sure everyone in the air 

at the time acknowledges 
before I walk across the dead 

line and then yell ñClearò 

when they can use the runway 

again. 

 

 A second incident involved a 

man starting a G-62 with a 

starter and the assistant hold-

ing the large aircraft by stand-
ing in front of the horizontal 

stabilizer. As the starter was 

pressed against the spinner, 

the airplane moved backward 

between the holderôs feet and 

simultaneously the engine 

started. As the man with the 

starter looked down to put the 

Safety is Everybodyõs Business by Jim Rice 
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starter down, the airplane at a 

high idle moved back forward 

until it came to rest on the 

holderôs ankles.  

The man starting the engine just 

saw the airplane moving and  

thought his friend had released the 

airplane so he tried to reach over 

the propeller and grab the fuse-

lage to stop the airplane. In the 

process, he got his forearm in the 

propeller and got several deep 

cuts in his arm requiring a trip to 

the emergency room and several 

stitches. 

 

I reviewed the incident with an 

eye toward ensuring it never oc-

curred when I was holding an 

airplane. The best answer is to 

kneel or crouch down and hold 

the airplane with your hands, 

however many of us are older, 

heavier, and lazier than others. 

 

What I do now is stand over the 

airplane with the leading edge of 

the stabilizer against one ankle 

and then I place the other foot 

forward so that the trailing edge 

of the wing is against the shin. 

That way, the airplane cannot 

move back as the starter is applied 

and cannot move forward when it 
starts. If the airplane is big 

enough or is a biplane, I can stand 

with the stabilizer against both 

ankles then bend at the waist and 

hold the canopy or top wing to 

stop the airplane from moving to 

the rear. Restraints are good but 

they do not stop the airplane from 

moving back when the starter is 

applied.  

 

Try to make something good 

come from every accident. Learn 

what caused it then plan to pre-

vent it and educate others at the 

same time.  



 

 

Texas City RC Club 

P.O. Box 1265 

Dickinson, Texas 77539 

By Kyle Tupin 

The internet has changed the infor-

mation world as we know it and even 

our hobby to some extent.  It is eas-

ier than every to look up informa-

tion , chat with fellow hobbyists and 

shop all while sitting in the comfort 

of our own home. 

If you have favorite web sites, please share them with the rest of us.  If you want 

to write a short review even better.  At the least drop me a line about a web site 

your frequent and why you find it useful or interesting.   

This month I came across a web site while browsing YouTube recently called 

RCPowers.com.  If you search for that name you will be able to find a whole com-

pilation of their latest videos.  It appears to have a loose format of reviews and 

how-toôs.  While not a professional grade video, the host, Dave Powers does a hu-

morous job of demonstrations and reviews, while providing useful information to 

the viewers.   

The host covers helicopters and airplanes and even have their own plans service.  

So they next time you feel compelled to browse the internet you can check them 

out at http://www.rcpowers.com or search ñRCpowersò on YouTube. 

 

 

Tips and Tricks 
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Custom Trim Sealer 

Cut the ends of large aluminum rain gutter nails. Then bend, file, and polish the result-

ing ñrodsò to make custom trim-sealer tools that can be inserted into your Top Flite 

trim-sealing iron. 

 

Push Rods 

Did you ever go through all the trouble to make up your control surface push rods only 

to find at installation that they were a quarter inch too short? Try this easy way to get 

the lengths just right. Tie a string to the control horn on the control surface. Drop the 

free end of the string through the fuselage. With the control surface in neutral position, 

tie the other end of the string to the servo arm. Cut off the excess string at both tie 

points. Now, cut the string at the ties and what you end up with is a piece of string that 

is the exact length of the push rod you will need to fabricate. 

 

Easy Mount Cowl 

To prevent cowl screws from crushing balsa, drill a large hole through each side of the 

cowl. Drill holes through two dowels to make wooden brushings (if you are able, use a 

lathe). Finally, glue in the now suitable diameter hardwood brushings. The screws can 

be driven into the engine bearers.ðTaken from the Talon Tales newsletter, School-

craft, Michigan (collected from various sources) 


